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Call your local
office of
Family & Children’s
Services
24 Hours a day,

7 Days a week
Or visit us on the

web www.facsrr.ca
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Child Protection Services

Kids Shouldn’'t Have
to Live With Abuse
Children’s Aid

Societies

(CAS's) in Ontario by
participating in a province-wide
Purple Ribbon Campaign to
raise awareness on the
prevention of child abuse and
neglect.

Each
October,
Family and
Children’s
Services
joins other

All citizens are encouraged to
participate in the activities
associated with the Purple
Ribbon Campaign in addition to
recognizing and supporting the
needs of young children in our
communities.

Know what abuse and
neglect is. Abuse is when a
child is hurt intentionally, or
when a parent or caregiver fails
to protect a child in their care.
Physical abuse and sexual abuse
are clear examples of
maltreatment, but so too is
neglect — the failure to meet a
child’s basic needs for food,
clothing, shelter, sleep, medical
attention, education and
protection from harm. Children
can also be emotionally abused
when their parent or caregiver

attacks their child’s emotional
development and self worth by
constantly criticizing, teasing,
bullying, rejecting or ignoring the
child.

Know the signs. Unexplained
injuries, fear of a specific adult,
difficulty trusting others or making
friends, sudden changes in eating
or sleeping patterns, poor hygiene,
secrecy and inappropriate sexual
behaviour may be signs of family
problems and could indicate a
child is being abused or neglected.
Members of the public, including
professionals, have an obligation
to report promptly to a CAS if they
suspect a child is in need of
protection.

Child Protection Services
recognize that there are many
factors that contribute to the
abuse of children, including
domestic violence, poverty,
deficiency in parenting, mental
health and addiction issues.

Too often, intervention occurs
only after abuse is reported.
Participating in counseling,
parenting classes and services to
assist with personal issues is a
positive step in preventing abuse
from occurring. Community
members can also help support
the children and families in their
area by providing assistance to
parents who are at their wits end
— a few minutes can go a long
way in making a difference.

| WILL PHSTET TGS WD CLANCT PETEST THEMSELVES
I WILL ACT IN A MOMENT OF NEED
TWILL STAND FOR THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN

-

In 2007-2008 the CAS's of
Ontario investigated 77,000
reports of child abuse from
concerned members of the
public and professional sectors.
CAS's also provided care to
more than 17,000 children who
suffered some form of abuse
and could not safely remain
with family or relatives.

Our Society would like to
thank our citizens and
community partners in the
fight against child abuse and
the success the purple ribbon
campaign is having in the
promotion of a safe and
nurturing place for children
and youth to grow up in.

For further information on the
reporting of child abuse and
neglect, visit the following
website:
WWwWw.useyourvoice.ca
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What Will Your Child Be For
Halloween?

Costume Choices for
Children with Sensory
Difficulties

For an autistic child or any

other child that has sensory

difficulties, this can be

problematic. Before you go to
\
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Happy
Thanksgiving Day!

Developmental Services

the store or begin making
something special, look at what
might be an issue for your
child.

Some costumes have ties,
bows or materials that will feel
foreign to children and may
cause sensory issues. Some
children won't want to wear
costumes that restrict their
movement in any way. Some
costumes have parts that might
be too complicated to close or
to get out of quickly. These
may not be good for kids who
need a quick escape from their
costume.

Here are some suggestions for
preparing a costume for your
child:

\
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o A costume with soft I
material that can be |
washed first to remove I
any chemicals or harsh
starch that can be |
scratchy. |
« Ahatand a prop. |
o A costume that is gentle |
make-up for the face. I
o An outfit that incorporates I
a favorite piece of
clothing in it. I
The key is to shop or make |
the costume early and have |
your child wear it often to get
used to it. Have your child |
look in the mirror, play, and |
have fun with their costume [
far before the big day! /
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OCTOBER IS CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION
MONTH IN ONTARIO

Learn how you can help at www.useyourvoice.ca

Kids shouldn’t have to live with abuse.
USE YOUR VOICE.
Report known or suspected signs of abuse
to your local Children’s Aid Society.

Ontario’s Children’s Aid Societies
are raising public awareness in a province-wide
child abuse prevention campaign

:
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The Purple Ribbons the symbol of child abuse prevention.

Find out how you can support the campaign to prevent child abuse and neglect.
Contact your local Children’s Aid Society.






