
 

"We are dedicated to ensuring the safety of children and youth and promoting optimal development  
within families and communities"  
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Office Locations:  

 

Fort Frances Office  

(Main office)  

240 First Street East, Suite 200  

Fort Frances, Ontario    

P9A 1K5  

Phone: (807) 274 -7787 

Fax: (807) 274-6646 

 

Atikokan Office  

211 Main Street  

P.O. Box 2050  

Atikokan, Ontario  P0T 1C0  

Phone: (807)597 -2700 

Fax:  (807) 597-6920 

 

TOLL FREE NUMBER  

1-800-465-7764 

If you would like to 

receive this newsletter      
       

  

electronically; or to 

provide feedback 

about the newsletter, 

please notify us by 

sending an e -mail to:      
       

       
 

Information@facsrr.ca
 

Mark November 20th -

National Child Day -  on your 
Calendar  

This is the day when people 
across the country take time each 

year to remember that children 
need love and respect to grow to 

their full potential.  Itôs a day to 
celebrate the family and think 

about how adults affect the 

development of children close to 
them. 

National Child Day was pro-
claimed by the Government of 

Canada on March 19, 1993 to 

commemorate two historic events 
for children:  the adoption of the 

United nations Declaration on the 
Rights of the Child in 1959 and 

the United Nations adoption of 
the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child in 1989.  The Conven-
tion spells out the basic human 

rights to which children (under 

the age of 18) everywhere are 
entitled.  In 1993, the Govern-

ment of Canada enacted Bill C-
371, otherwise known as the 

Child Day Act, and designated 
November 20th of each year as a 

national day of the child in order 
to promote awareness in Canada. 

What can you do as a caregiver 

to celebrate National Child Day? 

Have a family discussion on 

childrenôs rights. 

Ask your child for advice. 

 

Community Services & Quality Assurance 
Safe Routes ðYear Round!  

In a partnership with Family and 
Childrenôs Services, Constable 

Pete LeDrew of the CN Police and 
Constable Anne McCoy of the 

OPP have been actively delivering 
safety messages to children 

throughout the entire Rainy River 

District.  This has been made 
possible with support from the 

Rainy River Valley Safety 
Coalition. 

During the week of October 26 to 

30th, Constable McCoy along with 

FACS staff and Board members 
will be delivering presentations to 

JK & SK students in the District.  

Better known to our younger 

children as the people with the 
Glow Sticks, Project Safe 

Halloween is in itôs 4th year of 
visiting area schools and 

delivering the message of safe 
choices to area children.  The 

children are very excited and 
enthusiastic during the presen-

tations.  If you ask the students 

why we are there; they will say 
ñto give us glow sticks, to keep 

us safe on Halloween night!ò 

Safety tips to use year 

round:  

Kids  

Always cross the streets at 
the corners and crosswalks, 

not diagonally or between 
parked cars. 

Stop before stepping out on 

to the road, listen for traffic 

and wait until cars stop or 
the street is clear. 

Look drivers in the eye to 

make sure theyôve seen you. 

Walk on the sidewalk 

whenever you can; if there 

is no sidewalk keep as far 

from the roads as you 
can, facing approaching 

traffic.  

Parents  

Kids ages 5-9 are at 

increased risk - they are 

becoming independent 
but their capacity to 

understand the roads and 
cars is still developing. 

Slow down when driving 

your car - a child hit by a 

car travelling at 50km/h 
has an 80 percent chance 

of being killed.  With the 
car going 30km/h the risk 

of serious injury drops to 
5 percent. 

Review routes with your 
child, a time of return and 

how to contact you in 
case of an emergency 

while they are out.  

Amanda Jourdain 
Confederation College        

Student on Placement at FACS 
 

 

 

 

Attend a special event 
with your child.  

Cook a celebration dinner 

and invite family and 

friends. 

Wear a royal blue ribbon to 

show support for National 
Child Day.  Canadaôs future 

depends on the healthy 
development of our children.  

The blue ribbon shows that 
you think Canadaôs children  

deserve prime consideration in 

all economic, social and 
political decisions, policies, 

programs and expenditures. 
 

Brenda Witherspoon-Bedard 
Infant and Child         

Development Worker 

Developmental Services 

Constable Pete LeDrew, Amanda 
Jourdain, Constable Anne McCoy 

and Betty-Anne MacKintosh. 

 

NOVEMBER IS ADOPTION AWARENESS MONTH!  

 

Learn more at:  
 

http://www.oacas.org/childwelfare/howtoadopt.htm  



Referrals should be made by the parent or 

guardian.  However,   referrals can also be 

made by other service providers (e.g. 

schools,  doctors, etc.)  with the parentôs 

consent.  In addition, children 12 years or 

older can also make self-referrals. 

Referrals for service are received through  

ñIntegrated Services for Northern Children 

Program for Single Point of  Accessò. 

In Fort Frances, Rainy River and 

Area , call (807) 274-9797 or visit their 

office at 240 First Street East, Fort 

Frances, Ontario.       

Atikokan  area referrals call (807) 597

-4528, or toll free 1 -866-646-6616, or 

visit the  office at 214 Main Street,  

Atikokan, Ontario. 

 

 

Childrenôs Mental Health Services assists 

children, adolescents, and their families 

who may be experiencing emotional, 

social, and/ or psychological problems in 

their school, family and/ or community 

life. 

Services are provided free of charge, for 

a wide rage of difficulties from mild  

adjustment reactions to severe         

psychiatric problems in children ranging 

in age from birth up to 18 years of age.  

Services include: 

Psychological Assessments 

Suicide Risk Assessments 

Family Counseling 

Individual Counseling for children 

Support for Children in an  Educa-
tion Program 

In-school Counseling 

Court-ordered Assessment 

Groups 

How to Get Service   

Childrenõs Mental Health Services 

Childrenõs Mental Health  

Display at the Agency  

Open House ñJune 2005 

A view of the Rainy 

River Branch Office  
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Call your local      

office of  

Family & Childrenõs 

Services 

24 Hours a day,           

7 Days a week 

Or visit us on the 

web www.facsrr.ca  

 

Childrenõs Services  
Foster Parent Appreciation 
Dinner  

The Atikokan Family and 
Childrenôs Services branch office is 
hosting a Foster Parent Apprecia-

  
 

tion Dinner on November 25th at 
6:00pm to thank the dedicated 
foster parents of our area and their 
families for the invaluable work 
that they do.  The dinner will be 
held in our new facility at 211 Main 
St. W., Atikokan.  This will be the 
first opportunity weôve had to 
entertain our foster parents at our 
new address. 

Staff will be preparing the dinner 
for the guests of honor and one 
lucky family will be taking home a 

beautiful door prize.  Staff and 
volunteers are arranging for a 
funfilled evening of pizza and 
bowling for all of the children.   

The staff at the Atikokan branch 
are looking forward to thanking 
our dedicated foster parents for 
making a difference in the lives 
of our children.  

Tammy Caron 
Child Protection              
Support Worker   

 

Please post  
on  your  
bulletin 
board! 

Child Protection Services 
Special Needs Agreements  

In 1998 the Ontario Government 
initiated the Child Welfare Reform 
Agenda.  As part of this reform 
the government indicated that 
they planned on eliminating 
Special Needs Agreements from 
the Child and Family Services Act, 
the legislation which governs how 
Childrenôs Aid Societies provide 
service to families. 

Special Needs Agreements had 
formerly allowed parents to retain 
custody of their children and still 
have access to group homes and 
other services for children who 
required 24 hour care.  It was 
thought by the Ministry that 
increased community support 
would reduce the need for 
children with Special Needs to be 
placed in group homes, thereby 
improving their quality of life.  

A moratorium was placed on 
Special Needs Agreements in 
1999, and a directive was issued 
to Childrenôs Aid Societies that 

stated ñIt is not appropriate to use 
child protection resources to 
provide services to special needs 
children where no child protection 
concerns exist...when a parent 
approaches a Childrenôs Aid Society 
and no protection concerns exist, 
the family must be referred to 
more appropriate community 
service providers with a mandate to 
provide service to special needs 
children.ò 

Despite the Ministryôs well-
intentioned plan, Family and 
Childrenôs Services has recently had 
to offer assistance to a family that 
was denied the level of in-home 

support that they required to 
provide an appropriate level of care 
for their high needs children.  Our 
intention was to ensure that the 
childôs placement with their family 
did not break down due to a lack of 
services and the resulting strain on 
the caregivers. 

There currently does not seem to 
be the required degree of financial  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
assistance available to families in 
this situation, and protection 
concerns are actually being 
created due to the absence of 

Ministry support.  We would like 
the Ministry to be accountable for 
following through with its own 
proposal, thereby eliminating the 
need for child welfare agencies, 
when support should be given 
through more appropriate 
community services. 
 

Lindsay Kavalench 
Family Service Worker 

Childrenõs Mental Health Services 
Suicide Awareness and 
Prevention  

Suicide is a topic that we often 
would rather not talk about.  Like 
many other tragedies, we believe 
that it wonôt happen to us, our 
family members or someone we 
care about.  The fact is that 
suicide is a reality.  According to 
Statistics Canada, suicide is the 
second leading cause of death 

among youth age 15-24.  For 
each completed suicide there are 
100 attempts, and over 23,000 
Canadians are hospitalized each 
year for a suicide attempt.  

Approximately 90% of those    
who commit suicide are suffering 

from depression, another mental 
illness or a substance abuse 

disorder, which could potentially be 
diagnosed and treated.  Breaking 
the silence and educating ourselves 
about suicide prevention, and being 
aware of potential warning signs 
could save a life. 

Warning Signs:  

Noticeable and sudden 
changes in behavior. 

Signs of depression. 

Lack of physical energy. 

Increased use of alcohol and 
drugs. 

Lack of interest in appearance. 

Withdrawal from family and 
friends. 

Giving away valued 
possessions. 

Fighting or breaking the law.  

Making final arrangements. 

Expression of feelings of 
hopelessness and helplessness. 

Talking about a suicide plan. 

Preoccupation with death. 

If you are concerned about 
someone that you know, it is 
important to take action.  Talking 
about suicide will not cause the 
person to harm themselves; it 
will let them know that someone 
cares.  If someone shares with 
you that they are considering 
suicide do not agree to keep a 
secret.  Involve family members 
and professional supports to 
share the responsibility and 
support the person. 

Family and Childrenôs Services 
have trained therapists available 
to provide suicide risk 
assessments to youth.  Please 
call 274-7787 if you need 
support. 

Krista Smith 
Childrenôs Mental                       
Health Therapist 

 


