
 

"We are dedicated to ensuring the safety of children and youth and promoting optimal development  
within families and communities" 
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Office Locations:  

 

Fort Frances Office  

(Main office)  

240 First Street East, Suite 200  

Fort Frances, Ontario    

P9A 1K5  

Phone: (807) 274 -7787 

Fax: (807) 274-6646 

 

Atikokan Office  

211 Main Street  

P.O. Box 2050  

Atikokan, Ontario  P0T 1C0  

Phone: (807)597 -2700 

Fax:  (807) 597-6920 

 

TOLL FREE NUMBER  

1-800-465-7764 

If you would like to 

receive this newsletter     
       

   

electronically; or to 

provide feedback 

about the newsletter, 

please notify us by 

sending an e-mail to
:      

       
       

 

Information@facsrr.ca 

 

Developmental Services                   
The Attention Joint 

The Attention Joint is a new 
and innovative Autism 

Spectrum Disorder Consulta-

tion Service located at 335 
Scott Street in Fort Frances.  

The fee-for-service facility 
offers support from Joe Kneisz, 

an Autism Specialist who has 
years of experience in hands 

on consultation and interven-

tion therapy.  He is now 
offering his expertise to 

children in Fort Frances and 
the surrounding area who are 

diagnosed with Autism 

Spectrum Disorder (ASD) or 
are strongly suspected of 

developing ASD.  Joe has been 
a specialist in the field of ADS 

for approximately 30 years, 
and he attributes his expertise 

to time spent with kids, their 

families, their teachers and 

caregivers. 
 

The Attention Joint ASD 
Consultation Service philoso-

phy of intervention is based on 

the childôs uniqueness rather 
than following a standard 

program designed for children 
with the same diagnosis.  The 

belief is that each child and 
family are unique.  The 

consultation process will utilize 

a naturalistic approach, 
drawing from the childôs 

individual interests, environ-
ment, and family context, with 

less emphasis on established 

and standardized sequences of 
skills.  Programming is 

individualistic therapeutic 
intervention. 

 
The Attention Joint believes 

that close collaboration with 

the family is critical to ensure a 
good alignment with family 

goals.  The role of parents, 
caregivers and family members 

is a major emphasis for 

treatment because of the 
importance of their emotional 

relationships with the child. 
 

The `Jointô believes that it is 

imperative that parents and 
caregivers receive meaningful, 

ongoing instruction on how to 

implement and modify 

recommendations in the 
home and community 

settings.  Parents may not 
initially have the expertise 

needed to respond to their 
Autistic child, based on their 

own beliefs or experiences 

with other children, but the 
Attention Joint can help 

rectify that.  Ongoing 
professional counseling and 

coaching can be instrumental 

in helping parents deal with 
the diagnosis, learn to read 

and respond to their childôs 
behavioural signals and move 

forward together. 
 

The stresses of parenting a 

child with ASD are numerous 
and can significantly impact 

parents individually and as a 
couple.  Quality support from 

the Attention Joint can make 

all the difference.  For an 
appointment call (807) 276-

0418. 
 

Lorraine Gauthier-Stromberg 

Infant & Child Development/
Community Integration 

Worker  

Childrenõs Mental Health Services 

For this monthôs article I 

simply want to let you know 
about some of our new faces 

on the team.  Ironically, all 
three of these mental health 

providers are on our team on a 

contract basis as we seek to fill 

positions because of maternity 

leave.  Both Krista Smith and 
Janice Gagne are currently on 

maternity leave and we wish 
them the very best during this 

sleepless year. 

Jamie Sterling will be filling the 

void in regard to completing 
psychometric assessments,  

while Kim Bortolin and Laureen 

Morrish will be providing 
counseling services.  We are 

most fortunate that Jamie, Kim 
and Laureen could step in as 

we continue to strive to 

provide the best mental 
health services we can for 

the Rainy River District.  
Join me in welcoming them 

to our team; we are very 

thankful for their support. 
 

Troy Clink 
Manager of Childrenôs      

Mental Health           

Moms with Babes & Tots Support Group 

 
Support group for moms with children 0-3 years.  Meet monthly on the  

second Tuesday of the month at the UNFC Circle of Life building from      
11-1pm.  Lunch and childcare provided.  Contact Kerry Zub @ 274-3762 

or Miranda Sigurdson @ 274-9827 for more info.                                

Pregnant moms welcome too! 
 



Referrals should be made by the parent or 

guardian.  However,   referrals can also be 

made by other service providers (e.g. 

schools,  doctors, etc.)  with the parentôs 

consent.  In addition, children 12 years or 

older can also make self-referrals. 

Referrals for service are received through  

ñIntegrated Services for Northern Children 

Program for Single Point of  Accessò. 

In Fort Frances, Rainy River and 

Area, call (807) 274-9797 or visit their 

office at 240 First Street East, Fort 

Frances, Ontario.       

Atikokan area referrals call (807) 597

-4528, or toll free 1-866-646-6616, or 

visit the  office at 214 Main Street,  

Atikokan, Ontario. 

 

 

Childrenôs Mental Health Services assists 

children, adolescents, and their families 

who may be experiencing emotional, 

social, and/ or psychological problems in 

their school, family and/ or community 

life. 

Services are provided free of charge, for 

a wide rage of difficulties from mild  

adjustment reactions to severe         

psychiatric problems in children ranging 

in age from birth up to 18 years of age.  

Services include: 

Psychological Assessments 

Suicide Risk Assessments 

Family Counseling 

Individual Counseling for children 

Support for Children in an  Educa-
tion Program 

In-school Counseling 

Court-ordered Assessment 

Groups 

How to Get Service  

Childrenõs Mental Health Services 

Childrenõs Mental Health  

Display at the Agency  

Open House ñJune 2005 

A view of the Rainy 

River Branch Office  
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Call your local      

office of  

Family & Childrenõs 

Services 

24 Hours a day,           

7 Days a week 

Or visit us on the 

web www.facsrr.ca  

 

Childrenõs Services  
March Break 

Spring is soon approaching, as 
is that much anticipated time 

of year again, March Break.  

Children and caregivers both 
often look forward to the 

reprieve of the daily routine of 
homework, getting up early 

  
 

and rushing out the door to 

school and work.   

Take the time this March Break 
to relax and enjoy the week.  

There are many inexpensive 

ways to have a `vacationô 
without going too far from 

home.   

Plan some family activities such 

as a movie night, have a theme 
day perhaps with baking or 

crafts, have a game night or try 
your luck at ice fishing.  Donôt 

forget to check your local 

library, friendship centre and 
pool or arena for public 

activities that are a fun and 

inexpensive way to enjoy the 
day and keep the children 

busy.  Enjoy your March 

Break and stay safe! 
 

Linda Goose 
Family Service Worker 

Please post  
on  your  
bulletin 
board! 

Community Services & Quality Assurance 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Hello.  My name is Lindsay 

Swerhun.  I am a student from 
Confederation College taking 

the Social Service Worker 

course, and I am doing my 
placement with the Supervised 

Access Program at Family and 
Childrenôs Services.   

I am very passionate about 
helping people, specifically 

children.  I really enjoy 

babysitting and working with 
younger children, as well as 

hanging out with friends and 
family just enjoying each others 

company.   

I am a very friendly, down to 

earth person who really tries to 
look out for those who either 

canôt do it for themselves or 

who just need a little extra 
help. Some of my hobbies 

include going to the movies, 
playing games, bowling and just 

generally being out in the 
community around people.   

In the future I see myself 
working with children from all 

walks of life with different 

abilities and helping to make 

their lives better whether it 
be through advocacy, or a 

program like Supervised 
Access.  I am committed to 

making sure that children 

come first and that their 
needs do not get neglected.  

I have personally seen how 
that can affect a child and 

have always wanted to 
change that for children. 

 

Internet Usage Monitoring Free Software Available: 

Are you interested in monitoring your childrenôs internet usage? Log on to the 

following website www.gomgruff.com/m/index.asp for the McGruff SafeGuard 
software.  This software helps you see and understand exactly WHAT your 

kids are doing on the Internet.  And WHO they are doing it with! You choose 
your level of monitoring preferences.  Install it on your childôs PC one  
time, then monitor their internet usage remotely forever.  Block specific peo-

ple from talking to your child as well.  Itôs for your childôs safety!   

Child Protection Services 

OACAS is a membership 
organization representing CASs 

in Ontario.  The Association 
has served its members, the 

community, the public and the 
government in a variety of 

ways since 1912.  

The Association is funded 

through membership fees, 
government grants and other 

revenue producing activities.  
OACAS provides system support 

to its member societies to assist 

and enhance their role in the 
community.  Today, OACAS 

provides service in the areas of 
advocacy, government relations, 

communications, youth in care, 
information management, 

education and training, accredi-

tation and member outreach. 

The OACAS symbol 

represents child protection:  
protecting the best interests 

of the child while working 
with the strengths of the 

family and collaborating 

with services in the 
community.  As the voice of 

child welfare in Ontario, the 
OACAS logo symbolizes the 

child, protected by the 
parent, and supported by 

the community.   


