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Feature Article

have no running water,
sewage or hydro), overcrowd-

! ing (up to 20 people in one

It is better to give than to
receive seems to reflect the
spirit around the agency again
this year. Apart from our very
successful annual Christmas
Adopt an Angel Campaign, the
social committee has begun
collecting food and presents
from staff for two identified
needy families.

In addition the staff have
responded in a big way to a

recent plea from the community

of Pikangikum for emergency
assistance. Pikangikum, an

isolated community of approxi-

mately 2,400 people north of
Red Lake can currently be
characterized by desperate

poverty resulting from a limited

economic base, very high
unemployment (over 500
families on social assistance),
substandard housing (most

| Adopt an Angel
|

|Family and Chi |l

is proud to announce the

| launch of the 7th annual Adopt

I an Angel program in the Rainy

| River District. This program
I was developed with the

intention of helping children
| and families involved with

[Family and Chil

who could use extra support at

Christmas time. Each child
I involved with the program is
| given a pseudo name that is

placed on an angel ornament,
along with their age and a gift
suggestion. The pseudo name
is given in order to protect

each child’”s ¢

I The angels will be placed on
| Christmas trees at Wal-Mart
| and at Tompkins Hardware in

\Emo. The idea is that citizens

~

(0]

home), and an inadequate
community infrastructure (poor
water filtration and inadequate
school facilities).

This has contributed to a very
high rate of alcoholism that
has led to family instability and
breakdown. Apart from very
significant child protection
issues, there are very high
suicide and solvent abuse
issues affecting children as
young as six years of age.
Over the last two years, there
have been 26 deaths from
suicide. There are over 352
known gas sniffers within the
community. Pikangikum is
clearly a community in crisis
and the children have become
victims.

In response, approximately a
dozen staff and other con-
cerned community members
have organized a district-wide
drive to collect much needed
supplies for the community
including: baby formula
(Enfamil with iron), Pampers,

and community members can
select the angels from the trees
and purchase Cl8igmas gifts e s
for the children.

I would like to give a great big
thank you to Jacquee Loerzel
for successfully running this
program for the past seven
years. She has done a
demendoussjob,Soaerwhichshe s
should be very proud of.
Jacquee has decided to pass
the torch this year to me and I
am looking forward to the
opportunity of bringing
happiness to children at
Christmas time.

hhénk goe to thosa whio belp .
and support this program and
to those who purchase gifts.
When you see the management
and staff at Wal-Mart and
Tompkins Hardware please
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size 4-6, children/teen winter
clothes, hats, mittens, boots,
jackets, infant clothes,
blankets, ski pants, wool
socks, flour, sugar, tea,
carnation milk, kraft dinner,
baby food, and other
assorted dry food goods.

Donations will gladly be
accepted at our offices in
Fort Frances and Atikokan,
as well as drop off spots at
the Beaver Mills store in
Rainy River, the Cloverleaf
Store in Emo, Wal-mart and
Safeway in Fort Frances, and
several locations throughout
Atikokan.

Vik Nowak
Executive Director

thank them for their
continued dedication to the
program and their assis-
tance.

Thank you for adopting our
angels and Merry Christmas!

Debra Bruyere
Community Integration
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Please post *
on your
bulletin
board!

Call your local
office of
Family &

(@)

............5_......

Services
24 Hours a day,
7 Days a week
Or visit us on the

web www.facsrr.ca

‘Childrends

The Holiday Blues struggle at this time of year?
Perhaps a big reason is that many
are set up to have unrealistic
expectations for reasons already
mentioned. For many, the
shortcoming in o
are never more pronounced than at

Christmas.

Christmas is a time when family is
supposed to get together and
create warm and loving memories

I't’s that time ofi syneatr iatg?ai nfor m
Holiday cheer, parties, beautiful families, Christmas is a painful

Il ights, “the mos tremindenaf the disappointmentse
of the year.” Weandsheaetachiesthat avei withindheir

commercials that show us how
wonderful life is supposed to be.
Why then, do so many people

family system and history.

What can we do to help others

kids, this is not possible, and
children come into the care of a
Children’s Aid
is because they have parents who
C bré notdableta pravidefaisafle living
environment. In other cases,
parents choose to make an adoption

Children need to have roots and
every child deserves a family.
That is why the Ontario
Association
Societies (OACAS) and the
Adoption Council of Ontario

So

of

(ACO) have partneredto advance pl an for their «ch
“one day, every B6ddétiesdelpicmldred totmakei o
will have a f ami bugcessful trabsitions imtgtheir

November, the OACAS and the
ACO promoted Adoption
Awareness Month to remind
Ontarians that adoption is an
option for many children and
youth in care.

adoptive families.

People wanting to adopt understand
the importance of providing a child
with a safe, loving and nurturing
environment—a home where the
child can reach their full potential.
Adoptive parents can be individuals
and couples unable to have children
of their own, parents who already
have children and want to add to
their growing family, as well as

To experience healthy develop-
ment and create a sense of self-
worth, children need to feel a
sense of belonging with a
permanent family who cares for

g
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What is the Supervised
Access Program?

emotionally impacted the most
when caught in the middle of
parental conflict.

For families experiencing a
separation or divorce, visits and
exchanges can be difficult times,
and children may witness conflict.
Problems sometimes arise between
parents or other family members at
the time children are exchanged.
At other times, there may be
concerns about the visits
themselves. The Supervised
Access Program was created to

Research and professional
\ experience tells us that children
Qf divorce are affected and

~
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Adoption them. The reality is that for some

Me rxa:

struggling with the holiday

blues? Perhaps this Christmas
season you will be in a position
to be a support to a friend or a

colleague, to be a listening ear |

n & regarddontime hdard lneak vy
someone is feeling over the
holiday season. Never
underestimate the power of
sincere caring and compassion.

That may be the best Christmas |

present a hurting person could

a avegr receivé. IMdke #hia holiday
season a season of caring as
you celebrate.

Troy Clink/
of

Manager

Mental HeaItD

iafju S whosecf";sf cpo&c?, fgrn -

building a family is throug
adoption. People from diverse
cultural backgrounds, single
people or same-sex couples,
people who are open to
parenting special needs children,
sibling groups or older children
are also encouraged to consider
adoption.

For more information regarding
adoption, please call Martene
Nelson at (807) 274-7784 ext.
267.

provide a safe, neutral, child-
focused place where visits and
exchanges can occur under the
supervision of trained staff.

The program is operated out of
three centres located in the
communities of Atikokan, Emo
and Fort Frances. For more
information on the Supervised
Access Program, please call
Becky McClain, Supervised

Access Program Coordinator at
(807) 274-0381.
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
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