
 

"We are dedicated to ensuring the safety of children and youth and promoting optimal development  
within families and communities" 
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Office Locations: 

 

Fort Frances Office 

(Main office) 

240 First Street East, Suite 200 

Fort Frances, Ontario    

P9A 1K5 

Phone: (807) 274-7787 

Fax: (807) 274-6646 

 

Atikokan Office 

211 Main Street 

P.O. Box 2050 

Atikokan, Ontario  P0T 1C0 

Phone: (807)597-2700 

Fax:  (807) 597-6920 

 

TOLL FREE NUMBER 

1-800-465-7764 

If you would like to 

receive this newsletter     
       

   

electronically; or to 

provide feedback 

about the newsletter, 

please notify us by 

sending an e-mail to
:      

       
       

 

Information@facsrr.ca 

 

Supervised Access Program                   
S.A.P. to visit `Spring Fever 
Daysô 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
For many years the arena has 
been a busy spot during Emoôs 
`Spring Fever Daysô.  The boat 
and marine craft sales, the 
`Penny Tableô, the bake sales 
and several other presenters 
have become well known by 
the people who have stopped 
by over the years.  On April 
17th, however, there will be a 
new display for everyone to 
visit featuring information 
about the `Supervised Access 

Programô which is funded by 
the Ministry of the Attorney 
General.  Although the 
program may be new to some 
people, it has been in opera-
tion in the district since 1992. 

`Supervised Accessô is a 
program that assists separated 
parents with the process of 
exchanging their children.  As 
their webpage states ñWhen 
parents separate, visits or 
exchanges can be difficult for 
the whole family.  Problems 
sometimes arise between 

parents or other family 
members at the time children 
are exchanged.  At other 
times, there may be concerns 
about the visits themselves.  
The Supervised Access 
Program offers families a way 
to cope with some of these 

problems.ò 

It is a program which provides 
a safe, child-focused, neutral 
environment where visits and 
exchanges can happen under 
the supervision of trained staff.  
The program is offered in 
three district locations in 
Atikokan, Fort Frances and 
Emo. 

The objectives of Supervised 
Access are not only to provide 
a safe, neutral and child-
focused setting, but to ensure 
the safety of all participants 
and everyone involved in the 
program, to provide trained 
staff and volunteers who are 
sensitive to the needs of the 
child and to provide reports of 
factual observations about the 
participantsô use of the service. 

On-site visits provide an 
opportunity and a safe play 
environment for non-custodial 
parents to spend time with 
their children.  A Wii game, 
board games, toys and cooking 
supplies are provided for 
families using the program.  
The visits are fully supervised 

by staff to ensure that 
children are safe and 
comfortable and that the visit 
is an enjoyable time for 
everyone involved. 

The brochures and informa-
tion, which will be available at 
the arena, will explain how 
and when the supervised 
visits and exchanges may 
take place and how to apply 
for the program.  Although 
many families are court-
ordered to use this service, 
self-referrals are welcome.   

Any individual or family 

member wishing information 
is encouraged to call one of 
the offices:  807-274-0381 in 
Fort Frances (Toll free 1-800-
465-7764), 807-597-2700 in 
Atikokan, or check out the 
webpage at http://
www.facsrr.ca/community-
services/supervised-access-
program.  You are also invited 
to visit the booth at Emoôs 
`Spring Fever Daysô to pick 
up a brochure, talk to staff 
and enter your name in a free 
draw. 

 
 

 
 
 

Dave Ogilvie 
Casual S.A.P. Worker/Fort 

Frances Times Correspondent 

 Developmental Services 
24 Ways to Fill an Easter 
Egg 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Do you want to give your child 
a bright and fun Easter basket 
without the sugar, colours and 
preservatives in candy?  Maybe 
your child has diabetes or you 
donôt want to take a chance 
with food allergies.  Forget the 
sweets, buy a bunch of 
colourful plastic eggs and fill 
them with a variety of these 
non-edible treats for a basket 

of fun for your child or 
grandchild: 

Small action figure 
Stickers 
Small toy cars 

Beads 
Decorative shoelaces 
Hairclips 
Rubber stamps 
Lip gloss 
Finger puppets 
Fun coupons 
Seashells 
Nail polish 
Polished rocks 
Doll clothes 
Keychain 
Money 
Temporary tattoos 
Socks 
Silly putty 

Super ball 
Small bottle of bubbles 
Earphones 
Book marker 
Jewelry 

They will still be enjoying 
these treats long after most 
kids have gobbled down all 
that candy.  It doesnôt have 
to be a sweet to be a treat! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Brenda Witherspoon-Bedard 
Infant/Child Development 

Worker 



Referrals should be made by the parent or 

guardian.  However,   referrals can also be 

made by other service providers (e.g. 

schools,  doctors, etc.)  with the parentôs 

consent.  In addition, children 12 years or 

older can also make self-referrals. 

Referrals for service are received through  

ñIntegrated Services for Northern Children 

Program for Single Point of  Accessò. 

In Fort Frances, Rainy River and 

Area, call (807) 274-9797 or visit their 

office at 240 First Street East, Fort 

Frances, Ontario.       

Atikokan area referrals call (807) 597

-4528, or toll free 1-866-646-6616, or 

visit the  office at 214 Main Street,  

Atikokan, Ontario. 

 

 

Childrenôs Mental Health Services assists 

children, adolescents, and their families 

who may be experiencing emotional, 

social, and/ or psychological problems in 

their school, family and/ or community 

life. 

Services are provided free of charge, for 

a wide rage of difficulties from mild  

adjustment reactions to severe         

psychiatric problems in children ranging 

in age from birth up to 18 years of age.  

Services include: 

Psychological Assessments 

Suicide Risk Assessments 

Family Counseling 

Individual Counseling for children 

Support for Children in an  Educa-
tion Program 

In-school Counseling 

Court-ordered Assessment 

Groups 

How to Get Service  

Childrenõs Mental Health Services 

Childrenõs Mental Health  

Display at the Agency  

Open HouseñJune 2005 

A view of the Rainy 

River Branch Office  
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Call your local      

office of  

Family & Childrenõs 

Services 

24 Hours a day,           

7 Days a week 

Or visit us on the 

web www.facsrr.ca 

 Childrenõs Mental Health Services  
Letôs Focus on the          
Positive Aspects of        
Asperger Syndromeé 

When families are delivered a 
diagnosis of Asperger Syndrome, it 
is usually the result of the 
challenges that the individual 
experiences due to the characteris-
tics of this developmental disorder.  
Individuals with Asperger 
Syndrome often struggle in social 
situations and have difficulty 
relating to their peers.  Others may 
view them as odd or unusual and 
may avoid interacting with them.   

In my experience, if you look at the 
strengths that an individual 
presents rather than focusing on 
their social challenges, you open 
yourself to an opportunity of 
getting to know a very unique 
individual with many qualities. 

The following is an excerpt from 
Aspergerôs and Self-Esteem, Insight 
and Hope Through Famous Role 
Models by Norm Ledgin that 
provides a great insight to the 
positive aspects of Asperger 
Syndrome:  a person with Asperger  

  
 

Syndrome is likely to - 

Display a dependable 
commitment to honesty and 
truth. 
Offer to be helpful and 
accommodating. 
Be a reliable keeper of 
promises. 
Show strong ties to home and 
family. 
Obey rules and person in 
positions of authority. 
Be creative in several interest 
areas. 
Exhibit a natural sense of 
fairness and justice. 
Resist compromising his or her 
principles. 
Have an appealingly droll 
sense of humour. 
Set high standards for his or 
her own work. 
Be organized and get things 
done. 
Inspire confidence by virtue of 
intelligence and reserve. 

The above characteristics are 
common to many adults and 
children I know with Asperger 
Syndrome.  These characteristics 
make them not only great friends, 
but as adults, excellent employees.  
Just something to consider the next 
time you meet someone, regardless 
of their age, and consider them too 
odd, unusual or too ñgeekyò to 
invite into your social circle or 
consider hiring them.  Their  

diagnosis should not be what 
matters, we need to remember 
to look at the qualities they 
present as an individual. 

For more information on the 
positive traits of individuals with 
Asperger Syndrome, I suggest 
the following resources: 

For adultsðAspergerôs and 
Self-Esteem, Insight and 
Hope Through Famous Role 
Models by Norm Ledgin, 
forward by Dr. Temple 
Grandin 

For childrenðDifferent Like 
Me, My book of autism 
heroes by Jennifer Elder. 

These books discuss the 
successes of individuals such as 
Albert Einstein, Lewis Carroll, 
Isaac Newton, Glenn Gould, 
Temple Grandin, Hans Christian 
Anderson, Marie Curie, Thomas 
Jefferson, Charles Darwin, 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and 
more. 

                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                     Laureen Morrish     
                     Therapist   

Please post  
on  your  
bulletin 
board! 

Childrenõs  Services  
Hello, my name is Angela Aucoin 
and I am the Youth Support 
Program Worker (formerly the 
Independence Planning Program).  I 
have been an employee of Family 
and Childrenôs Services for the past 
six and one half years. 

My job is to help support youth in 
care ages 13-24, with learning the 
skills they need to become 
successfully independent.  I can 
assist with everything from learning 
to open a bank account, to filling out 

college/university applications, 
helping you decide what direction 
you would like to take in life, 
learning to cook, getting ID, 
learning to budget, or whatever 
other topics that youth may be 
interested in.  I am available to 
facilitate group programs and also 
one-on-one work. 

It is never too early to think about 
your future!  If you have any 
questions about who qualifies for 
the program or if you have  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
any ideas for groups or resources 
that may assist the program, 
please email me at 
aaucoin@facsrr.ca or call at 
(807) 274-7787 ext 231. 

 

Child Protection Services 

Effective March 1, 2010, the 
Childrenôs Law Reform Act will 
require individuals who are non-
parents, and who are applying for 
custody of children, to submit to 
the disclosure of records from the 
Childrenôs Aid Society. 

This is the result of legislative 
amendments that were developed 
by the Ministry of the Attorney 
General, in an attempt to make 
children safer if their families have 
experienced a breakdown due to 
crisis situations. 

Family and Childrenôs Services of the 
District of Rainy River like all 
Childrenôs Aid Societies, has a 
limited role in resolving issues 
relating to child custody.  However, 
this is a clear example of how 
alternate resources in each 
community can help to increase 
child safety. 

If you are a non-parent who is 
applying for custody of a child 
and you require additional 
information, please visit the 
Ministry of Attorney General 
website 
ww.attorneygeneral.jus.gov.on
.ca/ 

 

 

 

 

Gabe Carpenter 
Manager of Child Protection 

Services 


